Chapter 5
Contemporary hermeneutical approaches
To Genesis 1-11
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Rogerson, “Genesis 1-11,” Currents in Research 5 (1997): p.68.
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John Skinner, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Genesis, ICC (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1930, 2nd ed.), p.ix.
For four different definitions of myth, see J.W. Rogerson, “Slippery Words V: Myth,” Expository Times 90 (1978):
p.10-14. ‘ ‘
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See also George J. Brooke, “Creation in the Biblical Tradition,” Zygon 22 (1987): p.233-234.

3 Hermann Gunkel, Creation and Chaos in the Primeval Era and the Eschaton (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006
(orig, published in German in 1895)), p.80. See also his The Legend of Genesis (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2003,
reprint (orig. pub. 1901)).
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% E.A. Speiser, Genesis (Anchor Bible; New York: Doubleday, 1964), p.liv-Iv.

7 Thomas Thompson, “Historiography in the Pentateuch: Twenty-five Years after Historicity,” Scandinavian
Journal of the Old Testament 13 (1999), p. 280. See R. Davidson, Genesis 1-11 (The Cambridge Bible
Commentary; Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973), p. 8-12.
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See Albright’s introduction to Gunkel’s The Legend of Genesis, p. viii-ix.
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' Bruce Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), p. 74. See also Victor Hamilton’s
excellent discussion of the treatment of Genesis 1-11 as myth in Victor P. Hamilton, The Book of Genesis: Chapters
1-17, New International Commentary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1990), p. 56-59.

12 Gunkel, Creation and Chaos, p. 74-79. See also Bernhard Anderson, Creation Versus Chaos: The
Reinterpretation of Mythical Symbolism in the Bible (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress, 1987), p. 15-40.
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13 David Tsumura, Creation and Destruction: A Reappraisal of the Chaoskampf Theory in the Old Testament
(Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2005), p. 36—53; Gerhard F. Hasel,“The Polemic Nature of the Genesis
Cosmology,” The Evangelical Quarterly 46 (1974): p. 82—83; R. Laird Harris, “The Bible and Cosmology,” Journal
of the Evangelical Theological Society 5 (1962): p. 11-17; James E. Atwell, “An Egyptian Source for Genesis 1,”
Journal of Theological Studies 51 (2000): p. 446. The two words share a common etymology (“deep waters”), but
tehom cannot be derived from Tiamat. See also Walter Kaiser’s helpful discussion in The Old Testament
Documents: Are They Reliable and Relevant? (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2001), p. 60—63.

14 Atwell, “Egyptian Source,” p. 449.

15'W.G. Lambert, “A New Look at the Babylonian Background of Genesis,” in | Studied Inscriptions Before the
Flood: Ancient Near Eastern, Literary, and Linguistic Approaches to Genesis 1-11, eds. Richard Hess and David
Tsumura (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994), p. 105.
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“The Significance of the (Understanding Genesis [New York: Schocken, 1970] p. xxvii). So also Gerhard Hasel,
Parallels,” Andrews University Seminary Studies 10 Cosmology in Genesis in Relation to Ancient Near Eastern
Genesis 1-15 (Word Biblical Commentary; Waco, TX: Word, 1987), p. xlviii-l. See (1972): p. 4; Gordon Wenham,
also Peter Enns, Inspiration and Incarnation (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2005) p. 26:
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17 Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. 8.
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18 Claus Westermann, Genesis 1-11: A Commentary (Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg, 1984), p. 80-81.
19 John Currid, Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1997), p. 63.

20 David Tsumura, “Genesis and Ancient Near Eastern Stories of Creation and Flood,” in | Studied Inscriptions
Before the Flood: Ancient Near Eastern, Literary, and Linguistic Approaches to Genesis 1-11, eds. Richard Hess
and David Tsumura (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994), p. 31-32.

21 John Davis, Paradise to Prison: Studies in Genesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1975), p.71. See also George Klein,
“Reading Genesis 1,” Southwestern Journal of Theology 44 (2001): p. 25-30.

22]. Day, God’s Conflict with the Dragon and the Sea: Echoes of a Canaanite Myth in the Old Thestament
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), p. 50-53.

23 Tsumura, “Genesis and Ancient Near Eastern Stories of Creation and Flood,” p. 32. The creator-god in Ugaritic
mythology is El. See further Tsumura, Creation and Destruction, p. 55. Marvin Pope, El in the Ugaritic Texts
(Leiden: Brill, 1955), p. 49.
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24 Tsumura, Creation and Destruction, p. 54-56.

25 James K. Hoffmeier, “Some Thoughts on Genesis 1 and 2 and Egyptian Cosmology,” Journal of the Ancient Near
Eastern Society 15 (1983): p. 41.

26 1bid., p. 39-49; Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 53-72; Atwell, “Egyptian Source,” p. 449-77. See also Gordon Johnston,
“Genesis 1-2:3 in the Light of Ancient Egyptian Creation Myths,” (paper delivered at the Annual Meeting of the
Evangelical Theological Society, Nov 15, 2006), p. 1-24. The first portion of Johnston’s paper (p. 1-8) has now
been published under the title “Genesis 1 and Ancient Egyptian Creation Myths,” Bibliotheca Sacra 165 (2008): p.
178-194.

27 These include Pyramid Texts, Coffin Texts, The Book of the Dead, and The Memphite Theology. Hoffmeier,
“Egyptian Cosmology,” p. 41-42; Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 55.
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(Ibid) "o s ) st Al 5 i) ,al)
28 Hoffmeier, “Egyptian Cosmology,” p. 44-48; Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 55-73.
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2 There is a brief reference to man’s creation in the "Instruction of Merikare" and another in the “Great Hymn to
Knhum.” Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 53—73.Tony Shetter (“Genesis 1-2 in Light of Ancient Egyptian Creation
Myths” [paper delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society, Nov 15, 2006], p. 10)
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30 Memphis “Shabaka Stone,” in James B. Pritchard, ed., Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1969), p. 4-6. Hereafter this work will be referred to as ANET.

31 1bid.

32 Coffin Text, Spell 76.3-4.

33 Pyramid Text, Utterance 527. See Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 56-62.
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3% Hasel, “Polemic Nature,” p. 84-85; Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 73.

35 Currid, Ancient Egypt, p. 60.
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36 See also George Klein, “Reading Genesis 1,” p. 31.
37 Bill Arnold, Encountering the Book of Genesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1998), p. 49.

3% Ibid., p. 51. Arnold’s whole discussion is found on p. 48-51.
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3 Skinner, Genesis, p. 177.
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42 Alexander Heidel, The Gilgamesh Epic and Old Testament Parallels (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press,
1946), p. 267. See further the detailed comparison by Nozomi Osanai, “A Comparative Study of the Flood Accounts
in the Gilgamesh Epic and Genesis” (unpublished master’s thesis, Wesley Biblical Seminary, 2004), as well

as Wenham’s excellent summary of the differences between the accounts in his Genesis 1-15, p. 164-66.

43 Heidel, Gilgamesh Epic, p. 268.
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Wiseman, ed., Peoples of Old Testament Times [Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1973], p. xviii).
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Society 88 (1968): p. 108-111.
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47 Richard Bube calls this view the “essentially nonliteral view.” Bube, “Final Reflections on the Dialogue:
Reflection 1," in Three Views on Creation and Evolution, eds. J.P. Moreland and John Mark Reynolds (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1999), p. 252.

48 Peter Enns, Inspiration and Incarnation (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2005), p. 41.
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5! Ibid., p. 55.

32 John Walton, “Creation,” Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch, eds. T. Desmond Alexander and David W.
Baker (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2003), p. 156.

5 Ibid., p. 161-62.

>4 John H. Walton, Genesis (The NIV Application Commentary; Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001), p. 84.
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¢! For example, see Conrad Hyers, The Meaning of Creation: Genesis and Modern Science (Atlanta: John Knox,
1984), p. 42—46; John H. Stek, “What Says the Scripture?” in Portraits of Creation, ed. Howard J. Van Till (Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1990), p. 229-231; Waltke, Genesis, p. 76; Hasel, “Polemic Nature,” p. 81-91; Johnston,
“Genesis 1-2:3,” p. 10-14; Shetter, “Genesis 1-2,” p. 30-33; and Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. xlv, 9.
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% D.J.A. Clines, “Theme in Genesis 1-11,” in | Studied Inscriptions Before the Flood: Ancient Near Eastern,
Literary, and Linguistic Approaches to Genesis 1-11, eds. Richard Hess and David Tsumura (Winona Lake, IN:
Eisenbrauns, 1994), p. 305.
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I Hamilton, Genesis, p. 2-8; Wenham, Genesis 115, p. xxii. Kaiser, “The Literary Form of Genesis 1-11,” in New

Perspectives on the Old Testament, ed. J. Barton Payne (Waco, TX: Word, 1970), p. 61.
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72 So also Walter C. Kaiser Jr., “Legitimate Hermeneutics,” in Inerrancy, ed. Norman L. Geisler (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1979), p. 145. Kaiser, Old Testament Documents, p. 83. See also G.C. Aalders, Genesis, vol. 1 (The
Bible Student’s Commentary; Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1981), p. 45.
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73 See the helpful introduction to parables by Robert H. Stein, “The Genre of the Parables,” in The Challenge of
Jesus’ Parables, ed. Richard N. Longenecker (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2000), p. 30-50.
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82 S0 also John W. Wenham, “Christ’s View of Scripture,” in Inerrancy, ed. Norman Geisler (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1980), p. 9. Wenham'’s entire essay is excellent, as is the following essay in the same book: Edwin A.
Blum, “The Apostles’ View of Scripture,” p. 39-53.
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7 1bid., p. 124.
%8 Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. 19.
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190 |pid., p. 40.
101 bid.
192 Hamilton, Genesis, p. 53-56.

103 W. Robert Godfrey, God’s Pattern for Creation: A Covenantal Reading of Genesis I (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R,
2003), p. 90.

104 Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary (Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries; Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1967), p. 56-58.

105 Waltke, “The Literary Genre of Genesis, Chapter One,” Crux 27 (1991): p. 8.

106 Waltke, Genesis, p. 61.
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107 Indeed, Waltke informs us that the text is “begging us not to read it in this way” (“Literary Genre,” p. 6). Waltke
gives three reasons in “Literary Genre” and another three reasons in Genesis. | have combined them here.

108 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 7.
109 Waltke, Genesis, p. 76.
110 1bid., p. 76-77.

" 1bid., p. 57. This is in essence the framework hypothesis, first proposed by the Dutch theologian Arie Noordtzij
in his work Gods Woord en der Eeuwen Getuigenis, published in 1924. An English translation of much of his work
is given in N.H. Ridderbos, Is There a Conflict Between Genesis 1 and Natural Science? (Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1957). The framework hypothesis has many advocates, including: Meredith Kline “Because It Had Not
Rained,” WTJ 20 (1958): p. 146—-57; Mark D. Futato, “Because It Had Rained: A Study of Gen. 2:5-7 with
Implications for Gen 2:4-25 and Gen 1:1-2:3,” WTJ 60 (1998): p. 1-21; Lee Irons with Meredith Kline, “The
Framework View,” in David Hagopian, ed., The Genesis Debate: Three Views on the Days of Creation (Mission
Viejo, CA: Crux, 2001), p. 217-253); Henri Blocher, In the Beginning: The Opening Chapters of Genesis (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1984); Waltke, Genesis, p. 58-59, 73-78; Hamilton, Genesis, p. 54-56; Wenham, Genesis
1-15, p. 3940; Mark Throntveit, “Are the Events in the Genesis Creation Account Set Forth in Chronological
Order? No,” in The Genesis Debate: Persistent Questions about Creation and the Flood, ed. Ronald F. Youngblood
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1990) p. 36-55; and Godfrey, God’s Pattern, p. 85-90.

12 |bid., p. 76-77.
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113 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 8.

14 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 7. “The language is anthropomorphic, representing God in human dress.” (Ibid., p.
5).

115 Stek, “What Says the Scripture?” p. 241.
116 \Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. 40.

17 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 6.
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118 Andrew Kulikovsky, “A Critique of the Literary Framework View of the Days of Creation,” (unpublished paper
for Louisiana Baptist University, July 28, 2001), p. 15.

119 See John S. Feinberg’s excellent summary of the various views on the literary genre of Genesis 1 in his No One
Like Him: The Doctrine of God (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), p. 574-578.

120 For example, Walter Brueggemann, Genesis: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching (Atlanta, GA:
John Knox, 1982), p. 26-28. See also Arnold, Encountering the Book of Genesis, 23: “Its elevated style is more like

poetry.”
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122 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 6.
123 Gunkel, Legends of Genesis, p. 37-38.
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125 Westermann, Genesis 1-11, p. 80. See also Gerhard Hasel’s helpful summary of the genre of Genesis 1 in “The
‘Days’ of Creation in Genesis 1: Literal ‘Days’ or Figurative ‘Periods/Epochs’ of Time?” Origins 21 (1994): p. 15-
21.

126 Collins, Genesis 1-4, p. 44.
127 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 9.
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129 Bruce K. Waltke and Michael O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Winona Lake, IN:
Eisenbrauns, 1990), p. 543.
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131 Todd S. Beall, William A. Banks, and Colin Smith, Old Testament Parsing Guide (Nashville, TN: Broadman and
Holman, 2000), p. 1-15, 46.

132 See also Hasel, “‘Days’ of Creation,” p. 20
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13% Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 7.

135 See also James B. Jordan, Creation in Six Days: A Defense of the Traditional Reading of Genesis One (Moscow,
ID: Canon, 1999), p. 45-46.
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136 See also Robert V. McCabe, “A Defense of Literal Days in the Creation Week,” Detroit Baptist Seminary
Journal 5 (2000): p. 120-122; and Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1994), p.
303.
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137 Waltke, “Literary Genre,” p. 7 (italics his).

138 For example, see Van Til, The Fourth Day, p. 88-92; Meredith Kline, “Space and Time in the Genesis
Cosmogony,” Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith 48 (1996), p. 6-8; Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. 40; Irons
and Kline, “The Framework View,” 220.21; Throntveit, “Events in the Genesis Creation Account,” 37-40; Godfrey,
God’s Pattern for Creation, p. 41-45; and Ronald F. Youngblood, The Book of Genesis: An Introductory
Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1991, 2nd ed.), p. 26-27.
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139 See further Jordan, Creation in Six Days, p. 48-49.
140 Waltke, Genesis, p. 76.

141 Stek, “What Says the Scripture?” p. 229-231; Hamilton, Genesis, p. 55; Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. xlv, 9; Futato,
“Because It Had Rained,” p. 1-21. Others view Genesis 1 as a polemic, but do not necessarily reject a literal
approach to the text. So Hasel, “Polemic Nature,” p. 81-91; Johnston, “Genesis 1-2:3,” p. 10-14; and Shetter,
“Genesis 1-2,” p. 30-33.

142 See Jordan, Creation in Six Days, p. 235
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143 Futato says Canaanite Baalism (“Because It Had Rained,” p. 1-21); Johnston (“Genesis 1-2:3,” p. 10-14) and
Shetter (“Genesis 1-2,” p. 30-33) say Egyptian; Wenham says Babylonian and Egyptian (Genesis 1-15, p. 9); and
Hasel says Babylonian, Egyptian, and Canaanite (“Polemic Nature,” p. 81-91).
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194 Bube, “Final Reflections,” p. 251-252. This view is equivalent to my "Genesis 1-11 as partly figurative"
category (view 3, above).
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