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Day Verse Sequential WC Epexegetical WC Consequential WC
then God said 1:3 1

then there was light

then God saw 4

then God separated

then God called 5

then there was evening

,then there was morning

the first day

then God said 6 2

then God made 7

then [God] separated the waters
then it was so

then God called 8

then there was evening

,then there was morning

the second day

then God said 9 3

then it was so

then God called 10

then God saw

then God said 11

then it was so

and the earth brought forth 12

then God saw



then there was evening 13
,then there was morning
the third day

then God said 14 4

then it was so 15

and God made 16

and God placed 17

Day Verse Sequential WC Epexegetical WC Consequential WC
then God saw 18

then there was evening 19
,then there was morning
the fourth day

then God said 20 5

then God created 21

then God saw

then God blessed 22

then there was evening 23
,then there was morning
the fifth day

then God said 24 6

then it was so

and God made 25

then God saw

then God said 26

then God created 27



then God blessed 28

and God said

then God said 29

then it was so 30

then God saw 31

then there was evening
,then there was morning
the sixth day

thus the heavens & the earth were completed 2:1 7
and God completed 2

and He rested

then God blessed 3

and God sanctified

Verse Sequential WC Resumptive WC Pluperfect WC Consequential WC
7

then the LORD God formed
man

then breathed

8

then the LORD God planted
a garden

then there he placed

9

then the LORD God caused

to grow



15

and the LORD God took
the man

and put him into the
Garden of Eden

16

then the LORD God
commanded

then the LORD God 18

19

now the LORD God

had formed

then brought them

then the man gave names 20
21

then the LORD God caused
a deep sleep

then he slept

then he took one of of his
ribs

then he closed up the flesh
22

then the LORD God
fashioned

then he brought her



then the man said 23
25
thus the man and his wife

were both naked
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This chapter is a condensation of two previous articles that | have written: “A Critique of the Framework 5
.” Detroit Baptist Seminary Journal 10 (2005): p«Interpretation of the Creation Account (Part 1 of 2)

”«and “A Critique of the Framework Interpretation of the Creation Account (Part 2 of 2) ;67-19

.Detroit Baptist Seminary Journal 11 (2006): p. 63-133

see Edward« God’s Word en der Eeuwen Getuigenis<For a summary and critique of Noordzij's 1924 work 6
. p. 43—-105¢ 1964)« NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed: Studies in Genesis One (Phillipsburg<J. Young

Is There a Conflict Between Genesis 1 and Natural Science? trans. John Vriend (Grand«<N.H. Ridderbos 7
.( 1957¢ MI: Eerdmans:<Rapids

” Perspectives on Science and Christian« “Space and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony<Meredith G. Kline 8
.Faith 48 (March 1996): p. 2

.” Westminster Theological Journal 20 (May 1958): p« “Because It Had Not Rained<Meredith G. Kline 9

" 2-15¢ “Space and Time:See also Kline’s subsequent article .157-145

A wide range of scholars who argue that the days of the creation week are figurative and that the actual 10
week” itself is a metaphor that pictures a topical arrangement of these figurative “days” espouses the*
framework position. It should be noted that not all framework advocates would use all three of these

some framework advocates use Gen. 2:5 to«major arguments | have outlined above. More precisely

while others do not. The chief<support the creation week being controlled by ordinary providence
“Because It Had Not«advocate using Gen. 2:5 to support the framework has been Meredith G. Kline

trans. David« In the Beginning<” p. 145—-157. Others who follow Kline include: Henri Blocher<Rained
“Because It Had« 56; Mark D. Futato« p. 53¢ 1984)« IL: InterVarsity Press<G. Preston (Downers Grove

” Westminster<Rained: A Study of Gen. 2:5-7 with Implications for Gen. 2:4-25 and Gen. 1:1-2:3

“The Framework Hypothesis: An< 13-17; Mark Ross<Theological Journal 60 (Spring 1998): p. 2-10



.”in Did God Create in Six Days? ed. Joseph A. Pipa Jr. and David W«Interpretation of Genesis 1:1-2:3
¢« p. 122-128; Lee Irons with Meredith G. Kline« 1999)« SC: Southern Presbyterian Press<Hall (Taylors
. ed. David G¢” in The Genesis Debate: Three Views on the Days of Creation<The Framework View"
God’s Pattern for< p. 230; W. Robert Godfrey: 2001): CA: Crux Press<Hagopian (Mission Viejo
. p. 52-53¢ 2003)« NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed:Creation (Phillipsburg
a number of framework interpreters do not use Gen. 2:5 to support their interpretation of thecHowever
“Are the Events in the Genesis Creation«literary framework in Gen. 1:1-2:3. See Mark A. Throntveit
”in The Genesis Debate: Persistent Questions About<Account Set Forth in Chronological Order? No
. p. 36-55; Gordon J« 1986)« TN: Nelson« ed. Ronald Youngblood (Nashville<Creation and the Flood
39-40; Victor« p. 19¢ 1987)« TX: Word« Word Biblical Commentary (Waco« Genesis 1-15:Wenham
New International Commentary on the Old¢« The Book of Genesis: Chapters 1-17<P. Hamilton
The Book of< p. 53-56; Ronald F. Youngblood« 1990)« MI: Eerdmans<Testament (Grand Rapids
¢« p. 24-33; Bruce K. Waltke with Cathi J. Fredricks« 1991)« MI: Baker« 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids<Genesis
« 73-78; and R. Kent Hughes:« p. 56-58¢ 2001)« MI: Zondervan:«Genesis: A Commentary (Grand Rapids
. p. 24-27: 2004): IL: Crossway: Preach the Word (Wheaton<Genesis: Beginning and Blessing
. p. 157« “Because It Had Not Rained«Kline 11
. 3rd ed« ed. D. Guthrie and J.A. Motyer<” in New Bible Commentary: “Genesis<Meredith G. Kline 12
. p. 114« “Framework Hypothesis« p. 82; see also Ross« 1970)« MI: Eerdmans«(Grand Rapids
. p- 56¢ Genesis<Waltke 13
; p- 56¢ Genesis« p. 119; Waltke« Genesis<” p. 227-28; Hamilton« “Framework View:Irons and Kline 14
. p. 6=7¢ Genesis 1-15Wenham
. p. 224« “Framework View«rons and Kline 15
. p- 224-225¢bid. 16
. p- 32¢ Genesis 1 and Natural Science<Ridderbos 17
. p. 40-41< God’s Pattern<” p. 120; and Godfrey: “Framework Hypothesis<Ross 18
" p. 229-230¢ “Framework View:«rons and Kline 19
. p- 50¢ In the Beginning<Blocher 20
. p. 156¢ “Because It Had Not Rained«Kline 21
Some framework advocates refer to the time markers of the creation narrative as metaphors (so Irons and 22
” p. 120]). Others refer to them<” p. 240]; and Ross [“Framework Hypothesis<Kline [“Framework View
p. 30]; Blocher [In thecas anthropomorphic expressions (so Ridderbos [Genesis 1 and Natural Science
([ p. 77¢ p. 57]; and Waltke [Genesis<Beginning
. p. 56« Genesis<Waltke 23
. p. 10« “Space and Time:« p. 57; Kline«lbid. 24

. p. 57« Genesis<Waltke 25



. p. 52¢ In the Beginning«Blocher 26

. p. 50¢lbid. 27

<" in New Perspectives on the Old Testament: “The Literary Form in Genesis 1-11¢ Jr.<Walter C. Kaiser 28
“The ‘Days’ of« p. 59—60; and Gerhard F. Hasel< 1970)« TX: Word<ed. J. Barton Payne (Waco

. Origins 21 (1994): p. 19-21. Framework advocates also recognize this point«Creation in Genesis 1

. p- 26¢ Genesis« and Hughes: p. 32¢ In the Beginning« see Blocher«For example

trans. and rev. T. Muraoka (Rome: Pontifical« 2 vols.c« A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew<Paul Jotion 29

. sec. 118c« 2:390¢ 1993):Biblical Institute

UK: Cambridge« A Guide to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Cambridge:«Bill T. Arnold and John H. Choi 30

. sec. 3.5.1¢ p. 84« 2003)<University Press

« MI: Zondervan: Basics of Biblical Hebrew (Grand Rapids<Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt 31

p. 192. In this paper | use the expression waw consecutive as a simplified expression to refer to a «(2001
a derivative of<specialized form of the Hebrew conjunction waw that is prefixed to an imperfect form
there are actually two types<the archaic preterite. As far as actual biblical Hebrew grammar is concerned
of waw consecutives: waw consecutive prefixed to an imperfect/preterite form and waw consecutive
waw consecutive plus«prefixed to a perfect form. The most common of these two forms is the first kind
relative waw). This« waw inversive«the imperfect/preterite (this is also referred to as waw conversive
type of waw consecutive is generally used in narration connected with past time. The second type of
waw consecutive is joined to the perfect aspect. This may be used in reference to future time (for a brief

: Introduction to Biblical Hebrew [New York« see Thomas O. Lambdin<discussion of these two forms
waw consecutive plus the perfect also« p. 107-9). In addition< 1971]<Charles Scribner’'s Sons
.commonly carries over a temporal situation presented in a preceding verb (see Bruce K. Waltke and M
— p. 502¢ 1990]« IN: Eisenbrauns« An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax [Winona Lake:O’Connor
.(504

| have derived these statistics about the uses of waw consecutive from Accordance 7.03 (OakTree 32

. available at www.oaksoft.com« 2006)Software

: England¢ Volume 1: Genesis 1:1-25:18 (Darlington«< A Study Commentary on Genesis<John D. Currid 33
. p- 39¢ 2003)<Evangelical Press

. a consequence is an action or state that it is a result of a preceding waw consecutive«In this context 34
.This is an action or state in the past tense 35

. sec. 3.5.1¢ p. 84-85¢ Biblical Hebrew Syntax:See Arnold and Choi 36

” this refers to God’s first creative act<When Gen. 1:1 states that God created “the heavens and the earth 37
that initiates the space and time continuum in the created realm. Both the heavens and earth were

but incomplete. The heavens were dark and void of any heavenly objects and the«created in totality

. water-covered sphere surrounded by the darkness of the heavens (v:earth was an unformed and empty



The narrative sequence of Gen. 1:3-31 describes how God formed and filled the heavens and earth .(2
.of verses 1-2

. 228-230¢" p. 221-24« “Framework View«rons and Kline 38

” Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal 11« “Syntax and Semantics in Genesis One«See Charles V. Taylor 39
.p. 183-186 :(1997)

< “thus¢” “then<” “so« the waw can be translated as “and<As the various English translations show 40

. depending on context and to provide acceptable English style<” etc.cnow*

“From Chaos to Cosmos: A Critique of the Non-Literal Interpretations of«<See Joseph A. Pipa Jr. 41

« and David W. Hall (Taylors: Jr.<” in Did God Create in Six Days? ed. Joseph A. Pipa:Genesis 1:1-2:3

¢« p. 188-189; and J. Ligon Duncan Il and David W. Hallc 1999):SC: Southern Presbyterian Press

. ed. David G¢” in The Genesis Debate: Three Views on the Days of Creation<The 24-Hour View"

. p- 28¢ 2001)¢ CA: Crux Press<Hagopian (Mission Viejo

. sec. 32.2.2a« 551« Biblical Hebrew Syntax<Waltke and O’Connor 42

”in The Genesis Debate: Three Views on the« “The Framework Reply:Lee Irons with Meredith G. Kline 43
. p. 283¢ 2001)« CA: Crux Press« ed. David G. Hagopian (Mission Viejo<Days of Creation

. p. 14« “Because It Had Rained” p. 222; see also Futato« “Framework View:Irons and Kline 44

. p. 221« “Framework View:See Irons and Kline 45

see my “Critique of the<For a more complete discussion of the textual differences between days 1 and 4 46
. p. 37-47Framework Interpretation (Part 1)

. p. 283« “Framework Reply:lrons and Kline 47

.Ibid 48

The threefold function attributed to the luminaries appears to reflect a chiastic arrangement between 49

. p- 76)< Genesis«verses 14-15 and verses 17-18 (Currid

. p- 6¢ Genesis 1-15:See Wenham 50

. p. 156« “Because It Had Not Rained«Kline 51

. p. 35¢ “24-Hour View<Duncan and Hall 52

. p. 166¢ “Genesis 1:1-2:3«Pipa 53

. p. 156¢ “Because It Had Not Rained«Kline 54

.7 Mid-America Journal of Theology 3 (1987): p. 9« “The Light He Called ‘Day<Robert E. Grossmann 55

" p. 247« “Framework View:See Irons and Kline 56

Inerrancy allows for literary shaping but never at the expense of the historical accuracy of the actual 57

. and it requires that the historical account sets parameters on literary shaping-<events

. with the exception of v¢The verbs used in the fiat segment of this fivefold structure are usually jussives 58
”. “let us<where a cohortative is found 26

. p¢ “Genesis 1:1-2:3¢ see Pipa<For an explanation of the omission of the divine evaluation on day 2 59



this fivefold structure was intended only as a<Whatever the reason for this omission by Moses .176
.general arrangement
p. 84). This« Young follows this fivefold pattern (Studies in Genesis One«With some qualification 60
fivefold pattern can also be adequately explained as a sixfold structural pattern (so Duncan and Hall
.(p. 17-19¢ Genesis 1-15¢" p. 32) or sevenfold (so Wenham«Hour View-24*
=" p. 21¢ “24-Hour View« p. 28-37; Duncan and Hall« Early Earth« see Whitcomb<For a few examples 61
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unacceptable comparison because the use of anthropomorphisms in narrative literature relates to God
. and cannot be used to preclude a literal understanding of a text’s basic message<«and not other things
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