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1 John C. Whitcomb Jr. and Henry M. Morris, The Genesis Flood: The
Biblical Record and Its Scientific Implications (Philadelphia, PA: Presbyterian
and Reformed, 1961, 7th printing 1965).

2 Obviously, the dates and boundaries of the uniformitarian stratigraphic
column with its evolutionary and excessive time scale cannot be accepted
as conclusive. Instead, Flood geologists must develop independent
stratigraphic columns on the basis of the evidence in the rock record
without the taint of uniformitarianism, evolution, and the presumption of
an old earth. See, Carl R. Froede Jr., “The Global Stratigraphic Record,” in
Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal 11/1 (1997): p. 40-43. That does not
rule out the possibility that there might be some degree of overlap
between the uniformitarian and biblical stratigraphic columns. For a
discussion of potential overlap, see Bernard E. Northrup, “Identifying the
Noahic Flood in Historical Geology: Part One,” 1:173-179, and “Identifying
the Noahic Flood in Historical Geology: Part Two,” 1:181-185, in
Proceedings of the Second International Conference on Creationism Held
July 30-August 4, 1990, 2 vols., ed. by Robert E. Walsh (Pittsburgh, PA:
Creation Science Fellowship, 1990). Steven A. Austin and Kurt P. Wise, “The
Pre-Flood/Flood Boundary: As Defined in Grand Canyon, Arizona and
Eastern Mojave Desert, California,” in Proceedings of the Third
International Conference on Creationism Held July 18-23, 1994, ed. by
Robert E. Walsh (Pittsburgh, PA: Creation Science Fellowship, 1994), p. 38—
39, present five characteristics that should make up the geologic signature
of the pre-Flood/Flood boundary.

3 For an earlier publication of some aspects of this study and its geological
implications, see William D. Barrick and Roger Sigler, “Hebrew and Geologic
Analysis of the Chronology and Parallelism of the Flood: Implications for
Interpretation of the Geologic Record,” in Proceedings of the Fifth
International Conference on Creationism Held August 4-9, 2003, ed. by
Robert L. Ivey, Jr. (Pittsburgh, PA: Creation Science Fellowship, 2003), p.
397-408.



4 William G. Dever, What Did the Biblical Writers Know and When Did They
Know It?: What Archaeology Can Tell Us about the Reality of Ancient Israel
(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001), p. 118. Dever was commenting
specifically about the Merneptah stele (known also as the “Israel Stele”
because of its mention of Israel). For a detailed review of this volume, see
William D. Barrick, “Review of William G. Dever, What Did the Biblical
Writers Know and When Did They Know It? What Archaeology Can Tell Us
about the Reality of Ancient Israel.” The Master’s Seminary Journal 13/2
(Fall 2002): p. 275-279.

5 Robert Dick Wilson, A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testament
(reprint; Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1959). Unfortunately, Wilson himself did
not take an unambiguous stance for a young earth and a universal deluge in
Noah’s day (ibid., p. 8). He may have been influenced by the so-called
scientific evidence of his day that insisted upon the earth being millions of
years old. | am not using Wilson for his view on Gen. 1. | am using him for
his defense of the a priori nature of Scripture. 6 Dever, What Did the
Biblical Writers Know and When Did They Know It, p. 128. 7 Northrup,
“Identifying the Noahic Flood in Historical Geology: Part One,” p. 173. 8
Ibid. 9 Brian B. Schmidt, “Flood Narratives of Ancient Western Asia,” in
Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, 4 vols. in 2 vols., ed. by Jack M.
Sasson (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1995), 2:2337. 10 lbid., 2:2338. 11 K.A.
Kitchen, On the Reliability of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, Ml:
Eerdmans, 2003), p. 427. 12 Niels Peter Lemche, “The Chronology in the
Story of the Flood,” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 18 (Oct
1980): p. 52-62; Frederick H. Cryer, “The Interrelationships of Gen. 5,32;
11,10- 11 and the Chronology of the Flood (Gen 6—9),” Biblica 66/2 (1985):
p. 241-261; Lloyd M. Barré, “The Riddle of the Flood Chronology,” Journal
for the Study of the Old Testament 41 (June 1988): p. 3— 20; Schmidt,
“Flood Narratives of Ancient Western Asia,” p. 2343-2344. 13 Barré, “The
Riddle of the Flood Chronology,” p. 16. An endnote indicates that Barré was
referring to the view of K. Budde that many of the numbers were
approximations (ibid., p. 20). 14 Merismus expresses totality by an



abbreviated presentation of extreme pairs like “ladies and gentlemen” (=
everyone) or “body and soul” (= the whole person). See Wilfred G.E.
Watson, Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to its Techniques, Journal for the
Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series 26 (Sheffield, England: JSOT
Press, 1984), p. 321. 15 Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis 1-11:26, New
American Commentary 1A (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1996), p.
377-378. 16 By chiasm is meant “a series (a, b, ¢, ...) and its inversion (. . .,
¢, b, a) taken together as a combined unit. In Hebrew poetry such a unit is
generally a parallel couplet, so that the combined (chiastic) unit

would be a, b, ¢ // ¢, b, a. The components of such a series are usually sub-
units of the sentence, considered semantically or grammatically. . . . When
the components (a, b, c, etc.) are not parts of the sentence but complete
lines, then larger chiastic patterns emerge” — Watson, Classical Hebrew
Poetry, p. 201-202. The Hebrew structure of 7:11b can be mapped as
follows (retaining the English translation in the same order as the wording
of the Hebrew): A on that day burst open B all the fountains of the great
deep B’ and the windows of the sky A’ were opened. See U. Cassuto, A
Commentary on the Book of Genesis: Part Il — From Noah to Abraham,
Genesis V 19-XI 32, trans. by Israel Abrahams (Jerusalem: Magnes Press,
1992 reprint of 1964 edition), p. 84. 17 The structure of 7:19-20 is a 3-part
chiasm with each half followed by the same epexegetical wayyiqgtol verb
(“so that . .. covered”; see more discussion in footnote 68, below): A The
waters B prevailed C even more over the earth D so that all the highest
mountains that were under the entire sky were covered. C’ Fifteen cubits
upwards B’ prevailed A’ the waters D’ so that they covered the mountains.
18 The structure of 8:5 is a grammatically matched 3-part chiasm: “waters”
as subject // “mountaintops” as subject, “were continually receding” as
verb // “appeared” as verb, “until the 10th month” as adverbial modifier //
“on the 1st day of the 10th month” as adverbial modifier: A The waters B
were continually decreasing C until the 10th month. C’ On the 1st day of
the 10th month B’ appeared A’ the mountaintops 19 Gordon J. Wenham,
“The Coherence of the Flood Narrative,” in “I Studied Inscriptions from



before the Flood”: Ancient Near Eastern, Literary, and Linguistic
Approaches to Genesis 1-11, ed. by Richard S. Hess and David Toshio
Tsumura (Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994), p. 437-438; David A.
Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on
Genesis-Malachi (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1999), p. 52. For a critique of
Dorsey’s chiastic structure, see William D. Barrick, “The Chronology and
Mechanisms of the Noahic Flood Based upon an Analysis of the Hebrew
Text of Genesis 6—-8” (unpublished paper; ETS Far West Region Annual
Meeting, April 19, 2002), p. 1-6. 20 Wenham, “The Coherence of the Flood
Narrative,” p. 437-438. 21 Ibid., p. 439. “Palistrophe” is a synonym for
“chiasm.” 22 E.g., Steven J. Robinson, “The Flood in Genesis: What Does the
Text Tell Geologists?” in Proceedings of the Fourth International
Conference on Creationism Held August 3-8, 1998, ed. by Robert E. Walsh
(Pittsburgh, PA: Creation Science Fellowship, 1998), p. 466. 23 David M.
Fouts and Kurt P. Wise, “Blotting Out and Breaking Up: Miscellaneous
Hebrew Studies in Geocatastrophism,” in Proceedings of the Fourth
International Conference on Creationism Held August 38, 1998, ed. by
Robert E. Walsh (Pittsburgh, PA: Creation Science Fellowship, 1998), p.
217-220.

24 E.A. Speiser, Genesis, Anchor Bible (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1964),
p. 53. 25 Mark D. Futado, “,0wa” in New International Dictionary of Old
Testament Theology & Exegesis, [hereafter NIDOTTE] 5 vols., ed. by Willem
A. VanGemeren (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1997), 1:901. 26 For a
detailed discussion regarding proposed meanings for this hapax
legomenon, see Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner, eds., The Hebrew
and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament [hereafter HALOT], rev. by
Walter Baumgartner and Johann Jakob Stamm, trans. and ed. by M.E.J.
Richardson (Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1996), 3:1341-1342. 27
Futado, “,1:901 ” nvia. In the discussion above | have listed all occurrences
of each of the four terms. 28 HALOT, 2:541. 29 Ibid., 2:383. See, also,
Cassuto, Genesis: Part I, p. 66—67. 30 Ignace J. Gelb, A. Leo Oppenheim,
Erica Reiner et al., eds., The Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of



the University of Chicago [hereafter CAD] (Chicago, IL: The Oriental
Institute, 1965), 2:221. 31 Ibid., 2:298. 32 Watson, Classical Hebrew Poetry,
p. 234. 33 A word whose sound is imitative of the sound of the noise or
action designated by the word, e.g., gurgle, hiss or meow. 34 2 YO might
also be onomatopoeic in origin. In Bangladesh (where | served as a
missionary for 15 years) the Bengali language contains many words for rain
that are related to the respective sounds made by various types of rain. A
drizzling rain is dhop-dhop, imitating the sound of the drops of water that
fall from leaves. A more steady rain may be referred to by jhim-jhim,
imitating its sound — something that is akin, perhaps to the sound that
might be represented by 1. ¥ Association with the English “gush” might
not be equivalent since it connotes something that could be far more
forceful. 35 nébel | = “jar [for wine or oil],” nébel Il = “harp” — I and I
represent two different Hebrew root words that are homonyms with two
totally different meanings (cp. “through” and “threw” in English). 36
bagblg/bagbug means “bottle.” The word is derived from the sound of an
inverted bottle emptying out its liquid contents. In English we often
represent such a sound with glug-glug. 37 K. Seybold, “a, 2%” in Theological
Dictionary of the Old Testament [hereafter TDOT], ed. by G. Johannes
Botterweck, Helmer Ringgren, and Heinz-Josef Fabry, trans. by David E.
Green (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1998), 9:172. 38 Cf. Marcus Jastrow, A
Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi, and the
Midrashic Literature, 2 vols. (Brooklyn, NY: P. Shalom, 1967), 1:724. 39 P.
Stenmans, “n, ©772” in TDOT, trans. by Douglas W. Stott (Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans, 1997), 8:61. 40 Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., “n, 792" in
Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament [hereafter TWOT], 2 vols., ed.
by R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke (Chicago, IL:
Moody Press, 1980), 1:489. 41 W.G. Lambert and A.R. Millard, Atra-hasis:
The Babylonian Story of the Flood (London: Oxford University Press, 1969),
p. 91 (l11.i.37). 42 CAD (1964), 1:77.

43 Stenmans, “n, ©772”TDOT, 8:61. See, also, Michael A. Grisanti, “ <772
n,” in NIDOTTE, 2:835— 836. Recent studies in the materials from Ebla have



revealed the “bilingual equation A-KUL = ma-balum” (Cyrus H. Gordon,
“Eblaitica,” in Eblaitica: Essays on the Ebla Archives and Eblaite Language,
ed. by Cyrus H. Gordon, Gary A. Rendsburg, and Nathan H. Winter [Winona
Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1987], 1:28; citing Materiali epigrafici di Ebla, 272,
#640b). This equation “translates Sumerian a ‘water’ + KUL ‘heavy’ into
Eblaite as ma-ba-lum, which calls to mind Hebrew n::772” (ibid.). 44 H.A.
Hoffner, “,72'” in TDOT, ed. by G. Johannes Botterweck and Helmer
Ringgren, trans. by David E. Green (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1997),
5:364. 45 CAD (1965), 2:357. 46 CAD (1977), 10:221. 47 Jastrow, A
Dictionary of the Targumim, 1:725. 48 Cf. Edwin Hatch and Henry A.
Redpath, eds., A Concordance to the Septuagint and the Other Greek
Versions of the Old Testament, 2 vols. (Graz, Austria: Akademische Druck-
u. Verlagsanstalt, 1975), 1:734a. 49 Theodotion is the name of one of LXX’s
daughter translations of the OT into Greek. 50 Ibid., 1:181b. 51 John C.
Jeske, “Exegetical Brief: Genesis 7 — The Flood Prevailed,” Wisconsin
Lutheran Quarterly 95/3 (Summer 1998): p. 210-211. 52 HALOT, 1:175. 53
Some interpreters take the connotation of warfare as being inherent in the
Hebrew root word, thus restricting the root to only this type of meaning.
However, it is equally possible that the connotation of warfare is an
unwarranted expansion of the root, which simply means “prevail” when
water is the subject of the verb. Thus, Jeske has abused the root by
expanding it to include warfare. 54 For a discussion of such exegetical
fallacies with regard to word studies, see D.A. Carson, Exegetical Fallacies
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1984), p. 25—66. 55 Henry M. Morris, The Genesis
Record: A Scientific and Devotional Commentary on the Book of Beginnings
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1976), p. 683—-686, lists 100 reasons for
understanding the Flood as a truly global catastrophe. 56 “Situations
described with wayyqtl are mostly temporally or logically succeeding”
(Bruce K. Waltke and M. O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Syntax [Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1990], p. 547 [§33.2.1a]). “Most
noteworthy in narrative is the way wayyqtl traces the thread of discourse”
(ibid., p. 549 [§33.2.1c]). 57 This is the first of the wayyiqtol verbs that
comprise the sequence of events described in the Flood narrative proper



following the disjunctive clause of 7:6 that sets the stage. 58 Here the
preceding wayyiqtol is followed by the same root ()2, X b6 )’ in the suffix
conjugation. This verb is not sequential or consequential to the preceding
wayyiqtol. It merely represents the action in an unrelated (i.e.,
grammatically accidental) fashion, viewing it as an independent whole
rather than as an action dependent on another action in the immediate
context. For a fuller and more detailed discussion, | highly recommend the
treatment of Waltke and O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Syntax, p. 455-563 (§§29-33). Their clearest depiction of the distinctive
implications of the suffix conjugation (perfect) vs. prefix conjugation
(imperfect) is to be found in their discussion of the use of the prefix
conjugation in future time (511, §31.6.2a). The same distinctions apply
even in narrative past contexts. 59 In the translation, the references to
chronological time are in bold font face followed by an italics

bracket with the year (based on Noah’s age, see v. 6), month, and day.
Thus, 600/02/10 = in Noah’s 600th year, in the second month, and on the
tenth day. This date is not in bold, because it is not identified in this specific
fashion in the text — it is deduced from the time reference. In 7:11,
however, the text identifies the specific year, month, and day, so those
numbers are in bold. 60 An alternative translation would be, “When seven
days had passed, the Flood waters came upon the earth.” The meaning is
not essentially different. 61 This non-waw temporal circumstantial clause of
7:11 is paralleled by the same kind of clause in the last verse of this section,
8:14, which constitutes an inclusio marking the structural boundaries of the
main Flood narrative. See footnote 63, below. 62 “Great deep”: Note the
other occurrences of ;1 Oin a0 ( A tahdm rabba) in the OT: Isa. 51:10;
Amos 7:4; Pss. 36:7; 78:15. In all of these passages it is clear that the sea is
intended. “Great” is not in a qualitative sense, but in a quantitative sense
— the concept is that of “a great depth” similar to the concept in the
English by “deep sea.” Cf. the discussion of this Hebrew phrase in U.
Cassuto, Biblical and Oriental Studies, 2 vols., trans. by Israel Abrahams
(Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1975), 2:38. Therefore, the “fountains of the



great deep” appear at first blush to refer to submarine springs that burst
open on the ocean bottom, pouring more water into the ocean basin(s).
However, the “great depth” can refer to subterranean as well as submarine
sources, as argued by Fouts and Wise, “Blotting Out and Breaking Up:
Miscellaneous Hebrew Studies in Geocatastrophism,” p. 220-222. “Burst
open”: The employment of suffix conjugation verbs (perfects: “burst open”
and “were opened”) in this verse signal that a new chain of sequential
events is being initiated with these verbs as their grammatical head. The
verb pV (2 baga') is employed with the same object (n, y!| ma‘eyan) in Ps.
74:15 where it appears to have the sense of emptying out or draining. In
Judg. 15:19 [here the verb seems to apply to the rock (not the water) in the
hollow place, which was broken open so water could come out]; in Isa.
35:6; 63:12 and Ps. 78:15, the same verb is used to describe the pouring out
of large quantities of water from the earth or from rock. It is obvious, that
for the water to come out in such a fashion, the earth or the rock would
have to split or divide in some fashion, just like the splitting open of the
ground in Num. 16:31 where the same verb is employed. Prov. 3:20 ( <V

A TVA A i £ Ninin 2. beda'eté teho6moét nibga'd — “by His knowledge the
deeps burst open”) might refer to the creation of dry land in the midst of
the waters in Gen. 1:9 or to the passage under discussion (7:11). The Niphal
is best translated as an active; cf. Fouts and Wise, “Blotting Out and
Breaking Up: Miscellaneous Hebrew Studies in Geocatastrophism,” p. 220.
“Windows of the sky were opened”: “[T]he expression connotes that during
the Flood it did not rain in normal measure, but the windows of heaven
were opened wide and the water poured from them in large quantities
without any restraint” (Cassuto, Genesis: Part Il, p. 87). The terminology
(“windows of the sky”) seems to be a strong indication that the rains were
global (Fouts and Wise, “Blotting Out and Breaking Up: Miscellaneous
Hebrew Studies in Geocatastrophism,” p. 222). 63 The employment of i (|
wayehi) in 7:12 parallels that of o' ( 1 wayehi) in the next to last verse of
this section, 8:13 — another inclusio confirming the 7:11//8:14 inclusio
marking the limits of the Flood narrative (see footnote 61, above). 64 The
' (1 wayehi) construction is followed by the circumstantial clause of v. 13—



14 and suffix conjugation (perfect) verb (2, X ba'). That suffix conjugation
verb becomes the lead verb for the series (or, chain) of nine wayyigtol
verbs that follow it in v. 15-18. There are nine chronologically sequential

actions: (1)The animals entered the ark ( I, *2::IX wayyabo'() (v. 15a).
(2)Then God shut the door (I, *022 wayyisgor) (v. 16b). (3) Then the deluge
came upon the earth for 40 days ( I, 's:*n wayehi) (v. 17a). (4) Then the
waters increased ( I, *1:+42 wayyirb() (v. 17b) — increase following the 40
days. (5) Then the ark became sea borne ( I, *W::AR wayyis'Q) (v. 17c) — the
result of that increase in waters. (6) Then the ark rose above the land ( 0D
I, wattaram) (v. 17d) — the result of continuing increase of waters. (7) Then
the waters prevailed ( 1, 12241 wayyigbera) (v. 18a) — all landforms finally
disappeared beneath the water. (8) Then the waters increased even more (
I, M+ wayyirbd) (v. 18b) — a clear indication of the mechanisms
continuing to produce water. (9) Then the ark sailed upon the waters (1, n'7,
wattélék) (v. 18c) — the action of the ark until the day it grounded on the
mountains of Ararat. 65 “Only one who does not understand the structure
of the verse, or its meaning, can regard it as a redundant repetition of what
was stated in v. 12” (Cassuto, Genesis: Part Il, p. 93). This verse refers to the
same 40 days as in v. 12, but the focus is on the ark’s floating on the
waters. The ark was lifted off the surface of the ground on the 40th day,
but the mechanisms for submerging the earth continued until the 151st day
(8:3). S.E. McEvenue agrees that these 40 days were the period of time
required for the ark to become sea borne (The Narrative Style of the
Priestly Writer, Analecta Biblica 80 [Rome: Biblical Institute Press, 1971], p.
63). According to H. Freedman, Abraham lbn Ezra (b. 1092) had reached the
same conclusion nearly a millennium ago: “forty days. This was already
stated in verse 12. The repetition teaches that only after forty days of rain
was the ark lifted up, but until then it remained stationary” — “The Book of
Genesis,” in The Soncino Chumash: The Five Books of Moses with
Haphtaroth, 2nd ed., ed. by A. Cohen (London: Soncino Press, 1983), p. 38—
39. Jeske writes, “Many Bible readers have the impression that after rising
to maximum height during the first forty days, the floodwaters for the next



110 days simply remained sluggishly and sullenly at flood stage”
(“Exegetical Brief,” p. 210). His description of raging waters upon the
earth’s surface falls short of the biblical description because he ignores the
statement that it was not until the 150th day that the rain and the
submarine eruptions of underground water ceased. 66 Verses 7:19-8:4 are
a new section. The verb form reverts to a suffix conjugation (perfect) since
the chain of wayyiqtol verbs have been broken. Just as the verb root ( 122
gbr, “prevail”) had been chosen to express the submersion of all land forms
in 7:18a (by implication), so here the same verb root is chosen to express
the submersion of all the highest mountains and all terrestrial life forms in
v. 19. As a suffix conjugation verb, it views the action as a whole without
reference to relationships. The twofold statement (with the wayyiqgtol <16
I'] '>.wayyekuss(] employed as an epexegetical [cf. Waltke and O’Connor,
An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax, §33.2.2) clarifies the preceding
reference to prevailing waters and then moves on to the main topic of this
section, the submersion of all life forms

so that they “expired” (1, 21V wayyigwa'). It is also significant that a 3-part
chiasm introduces this section break. See footnote 17, above. 67 The
difficulty with attempting a chronology regarding the submersion and
death of all life forms is that v. 19-22 provide only the submersion of the
mountains as the time marker — which could be anywhere between the
40th and the 150th days. 68 Just as the submersion of the mountains
involved a double wayyiqtol from one root in v. 19-20 (see footnote 62,
above), so also the writer employs a double wayyiqtol from one root in v.
23 (rmn [wayyimah] and ‘n:<:An [ 1 wayyimmaha]) to describe the
obliteration of all life forms. Also, just as those previous wayyiqtols were
epexegetical, so are these. 69 From this point the sequential/consequential
wayyiqgtol chain presents ten sequential actions: (1) Then only those on the
ark remained (1, '¢ix) wayissa'er) (7:23b). (2) Then the waters continued to
prevail (1, 122540 wayyigberd) (7:24) to a total of 150 days. (3) Then God
remembered (1, *797 wayyizkor) (8:1a) Noah. (4) Then God caused the wind
to blow (1, *v21 wayya'dber) (8:1b). (5) Then the waters began to subside (



I, gD wayyasokd) (8:1c) — as an immediate result of the wind. (6) Then
the sources for the waters were blocked up ( 1, 0241 wayyissakr() (8:2a).
(7) Then the rain was withheld (1, *27% wayyikkalé') (8:2b). (8) Then began
to recede continually ( 1, '¥42 wayyaSub() (8:3a). (9) Then they continued
to decrease ( I, 'nNQ:41 wayyahser() (8:3b). (10) Then the ark came to rest (
I, Ms:N1 wattanah) (8:4). 70 N.A. Mundhenk argues that translating 7:24
provides some of the “most serious translation problems” of the Flood
narrative (“The Dates of the Flood,” Bible Translator 45/2 [Apr 1994]: p.
210). He concludes that the translation of the Revised English Bible “is
especially unfortunate. It says, ‘when the water had increased over the
earth for a hundred and fifty days,” which suggests that the waters
continued to get deeper for this whole time. For this to be true there would
have to be new water coming from somewhere all through this time, even
after the rain stopped” (ibid., p. 211). In order to take this position with
regard to 7:24, Mundhenk also had to alter 8:2, where it appears that the
Flood mechanisms ceased at the end of the 150 days, not at the end of the
first 40 days. Regarding 8:2, Mundhenk writes, “Many translations give the
impression that the rain and the water from under the earth continued to
flow until the time that God made the wind begin to blow. But the time
when the source of the Flood stopped is given in 7:17 as 40 days” (ibid.).
However, 8:2 is clearly the reversal of 7:11; 8:2 represents the cessation of
those mechanisms set in motion in 7:11. 71 These 150 days included the
original 40 days. Comparing 7:11 and 8:4 makes this inclusion certain. See,
also, Mathews, Genesis 1:1-11:26, p. 376; Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. 180.
Ibn Ezra was convinced that the text taught that the mechanisms of the
Flood continued throughout those 150 days. Freedman’s reference drawn
from lbn Ezra states, “Moreover, it continued raining intermittently,
whereas during the first forty days it rained incessantly” (“The Book of
Genesis,” p. 39).

72 Wenham correctly observes that “the natural way to take the references
to the 150 days in 7:24 and 8:3 is that they refer to the same period” (“The
Coherence of the Flood Narrative,” p. 444). 73 By means of a waw + non-



verb (disjunctive clause) and a 3-part chiasm (see footnote 18, above), the
final major section of the Flood narrative commences. 74 “Until” (v, ' 1 ad)
“often indicates not the end of a process but the completion of an
important part of it” (Cassuto, Genesis: Part Il, p. 106). In this particular
instance, the significant event is the emergence of the tops of the
mountains on day 225. 75 If 'n* ( 1 wayehi) is taken as macrosyntactical, the
following wayyigtol would not be considered sequential and would become
the lead verb for the following sequential/consequential wayyigtols. An
alternative translation could be: “When 40 days had ended, Noah opened
the ark’s window that he had made.” The meaning is not different,
however. If the 40 days began on the same day that the mountaintops
emerged, then the dates would be 600/10/01-600/11/10 and would also
affect the dates (by one day) for the sending out of the raven and the dove.
76 This wayyiqgtol verb is the first in a chain laying out three
sequential/consequential actions: (1) Then Noah sent out (I, '&7n
wayesallah) (8:7a) the raven. (2) Then the raven flew (I, 1YyX wayyésé')
(8:7b) to and fro. (3) Then Noah sent out (1, '¢'7n wayesallah) (8:8) the
dove. 77 See 8:10. “[I]t is clear from v. 10 that according to the Biblical
narrative seven days passed between the sending forth of the raven and
the first time he sent the dove” (Cassuto, Genesis: Part Il, p. 110; cf., also,
Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, Word Biblical Commentary [Waco, TX:
Word, 1987], p. 186). 78 In the case of the raven, it never brought anything
back. Every time it was sent out, it returned — until the waters had totally
receded. Evidently Noah believed it would be wise to send a second kind of
bird since the raven would have been looking for carrion instead of
vegetation. It seems from the text that the birds were sent out every seven
days and that they probably returned on the same day that they were sent
out (cf. 8:11). 79 The negative disjunctive clause interrupts the chain of
wayyiqtol verbs and brings the first sub-section to a close. The suffix
conjugation (perfect) verb (n, yXin mase'a) becomes the lead verb for the
subsequent wayyiqtol chain comprising ten sequential/consequential
actions: (1) Then the dove returned (1, nY2 wattasab) (8:9b) to Noah. (2)
Then Noah stretched out (1, *¢j'70 wayyiselah) (8:9ca) his hand. (3) Then



Noah took (1, *7nn wayyiggaheha) (8:9cb) the dove. (4) Then Noah brought
(1, *ax wayyabeé') (8:9d) the dove into the ark. (5) Then seven more days
passed (I, 07 wayyahel) (8:10a). (6) Then Noah again sent out (::0* ¢ q 7N
I, wayyosep Sallah) (8:10b) the dove. (7) Then the dove came back ( ny:Na
Iwattabo') (8:11aa) to him.

(8) Then Noah knew (1, *TV wayyéda') (8:11b) the condition of the earth’s
surface. (9) Then seven more days passed (1, 07 wayyiyyahel) (8:12a). (10)
Then Noah sent out (1, '¢i'7n wayesallah) (8:12ba) the dove for the last time.
80 8:11af is a parenthetical comment introduced by nan (1 wehinnéh) as a
waw + non-verb disjunctive clause. As a parenthetical comment providing
background information, it does not radically interrupt the wayyiqtol chain
which picks up after it. 81 Just as in 8:9 (see footnote 73, above), a negative
disjunctive clause interrupts the flow of the narrative. This time, however,
its suffix conjugation (perfect) verb does not become the lead verb for a
subsequent wayyigtol chain. It closes the final sub-section of the narrative
(cf. Robert B. Chisholm, Jr., From Exegesis to Exposition: A Practical Guide
to Using Biblical Hebrew [Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1998], p. 127, #7). 82
The ' (1 wayehi) is followed by this circumstantial clause of v. 13 and
suffix conjugation (perfect) verb ( N, 142 harbd). That suffix conjugation
verb becomes the lead verb for the series (or chain) of two wayyiqtol verbs
that follow it expressing chronologically sequential actions: (1) Then Noah
removed (1, *010 wayyasar) (8:13ba) the hatch of the ark. (2) Then Noah
observed (1, "IX wayyare') (8:13bb) that the ground was drying up. 83 It
appears that, on day 315, even though the surface had lost the layer of
water over it, it was still too wet below the surface to walk upon it. This is
basically the view taken by R.W.L. Moberly, “Why Did Noah Send Out a
Raven?” Vetus Testamentum 50/3 (2000): p. 351: “The juxtaposition of hrb
inv. 13 with ybs in v. 14 clearly indicates a distinction — presumably
between a muddy, boggy mess and firm, hard ground — in which ybs is the
term for the complete disappearance of the flood waters from the earth”
on day 371. Both major 11th-century rabbis, Rashi and lbn Ezra, took the
description in v. 13 to refer to the drying of only the top surface of the



ground and that it left the ground insufficiently firm to walk upon
(Freedman, “The Book of Genesis,” p. 42). Wenham, Genesis 1-15, p. 187.
See footnote 78, above. 84 According to Wenham, “Nearly two months
elapsed between Noah’s looking out of the ark to see the earth is ‘drying’
27N till it was ‘dried out’ .wa! This distinction between the two roots is also
attested in Isa. 19:5; Job 14:11; and Jer. 50:38” (Genesis 1-15, p. 187). Job
14:11 is a significant pairing of the two roots in that the “verb ‘dry up’ ,27n
speaking of waters (12:15), expresses the result of the action expressed by (
va' Gen. 8:13)” — E. Dhorme, A Commentary on the Book of Job, trans. by
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