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1 Theodicy seeks to explain the ways of God to man expressly concerning the origin of evil. Evil may
be subdivided into "moral" evil and "natural” evil. "While the two are distinct« they are not separate as
natural evil is a consequence of moral evil." s.v. <Theodicy"« by John S. Feinberg« Evangelical Dictionary

of Theology (Grand Rapids«< MI: Baker Academic¢ 2001¢ 2nd ed.).

2 Hugh Ross¢ Creation and Time (Colorado Springs« CO: NavPress¢ 1994)¢ p. 69. See a similar
statement

in John C. Munday:« “Creature Mortality: From Creation or the Fall” JETS 35 (March 1992): p. 51—
68.

3 s.v. “Death<” Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary of the English Language (New York:
Collins

Word« 1976¢ 2nd unabridged edition)« edited by Jean L. McKechnie.

4 One can see« for example«: Gen. 2:7¢ 6:15¢ 7:15. The same holds true if one looks at the word
“breath”

alone. See 1 Kings 17:17¢ Eccles. 3:19¢ 3:21« etc.

5 For a fuller treatment:« see Jim Stambaugh«“‘Life’ According to the Bible and the Scientific
Evidence<”

Creation Ex Nihilio Technical Journal 6 (1992): p. 98—121¢ available at

www.answersingenesis.org/tj/v6/i2/life.asp. It would appear that the origin of the classification of
plants

as “living” things goes back to Aristotle. Aristotle seeks the lowest common denominator for his

definition of something that has “soul” or life. He observes: “Consequently all plants are considered
to

live« for they evidently have in themselves a capacity and first principle by means of which they
exhibit

both growth and decay in opposite directions; for they do not grow up and not down« but equally in

both directions¢ and in every direction< and they are nourished and continue to live as long as they
are

able to absorb food.” Aristotle On The Soul« translated by W.S. Hett« Loeb Classical Library:«
(Cambridge: Harvard University Pressc 1964)¢ p. 75.

6 The synonyms are more picturesque in their description of human death. Often the words focus on

n»n

physical ruin¢ to the euphemism of “sleep.



7 Ludwig Kohler and Walter Baumgartner< The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
(Leiden:

E. J. Brillc 2001)« p. 562. Hereafter referred to as HALOT.

8 (1) natural death of animals or plants; (2) violent death« death penalty; become mortal (of gods); (3)
in

phrases impatient to die« mortally ill; (4) participles: dying¢« dead; a dead man¢ one who is going to
die¢

(anyone) subject to death:« stillborn; sacrifices offered to the dead. The only OT reference to plant
death

given is Job 14:8.

9 (1) singular: death« dying; (2) plural intensive: death; (3) a superlative: to the utmost:; (4) mortal
illness¢

epidemic¢ pestilence; (5) personified¢< Death; (6) realm of the dead.

10 Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament« edited by R. Laird Harris (Chicago« IL: Moody Press¢
1980)

s.v. “nin “by Elmer B. Smick. Hereafter referred to as TWOT.
11 Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament« edited by G. Johannes Botterweck (Grand Rapids< MI:
Eerdmans Publishing Company:« 1997) s.v. “nin “by H. Ringgren. Hereafter referred to as TDOT.

12 Frederick W. Danker¢< A Greek-English of the New Testament and other Early Christian Literature«
3rd

edition (Chicago: IL: University of Chicago Press< 2000)¢ s.v. “Bavatog” This word appears about 120
times in the NT. Hereafter referred to as BDAG.

13 BDAG: s.v. “vekp6c.” With respect to the metaphorical meaning< James uses this word to suggest
that

faith is useless if it is not accompanied by works. This word appears about 130 times in the NT.

14 Walter Elwellc ed.« Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (Grand Rapids¢< MI: Baker Academic¢ 2001«
2nd

ed.)¢ s.v. “Death<” by P.H. Davids.

15 See John E. Hartley« The Book of Job¢ NICOT (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Eerdmans¢ 1988)¢ p. 233-235;
Samuel R. Driver« A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Job Together With a New
Translation« ICC (Edinburgh: T & T Clark< 1964)« p. 127-128; and Robert L. Alden« Job« The New

American Commentary (Nashvillec TN: Broadman & Holman« 1993)¢ p. 166—169.



16 David J.A. Clines¢ Job 1-20¢ Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas< TX: Word Books¢« 1989)¢ p. 329.

17 George R. Beasley-Murray« John« Word Biblical Commentary (Waco« TX : Word Books¢« 1987)¢ p.
210;

Raymond E. Brown« The Gospel According to John 1-12¢ Anchor Bible (New York: Doubleday« 1966)¢
p. 472; Gerald L. Brochert¢ John 12—21¢ New American Commentary (Nashvillec TN: Broadman
Publishing« 2002)« p. 50; and Andreas J. Kostenberger« John« Baker Exegetical Commentary on the
New Testament (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Baker Book House« 2004)¢ p. 378.

18 Kostenberger« Brochert« Brown« and Beasley-Murray make this observation. See also« D.A. Carson:¢
The

Gospel According to John« Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids< Ml: Eerdmans¢ 1991)« p.
438; Leon Morris¢ The Gospel According to John« NICNT« rev. ed. (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Eerdmanss¢
1995)¢ p. 527; and William Hendriksen« The Gospel of John< New Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids¢ MI: Baker Books¢ 1953)« p. 196.

19 The fact that Jude places these words at the very end of this verse suggests that he wants the
reader to

pay very close attention to the ultimate condemnation upon these false teachers.

20 Joseph B. Mayor« The Epistle of St. Jude and the Second Epistle of St. Peter (Grand Rapids¢ MI:
Baker«¢

1965)¢ p. 43. He is less than convincing when he says¢ “This does not however explain the words in
their first application to the trees. These may be called doubly dead« when they are not only saples
[saplings]¢ but are torn up by the root< which would have caused the death of even a living tree. The

figure of a tree is often used to illustrate the consequences of a good or evil life.” So Mayor sees the
use

of “twice dead” referring both to trees and humans. However« it would make better sense to see
“twice

dead” referring to humans both in this life and in the life to come and the function of trees in this

passage is a picture of that (pulled up and thrown into the fire)« not a propositional statement
regarding

the life and death of trees.

21 Richard J. Bauckham:« Jude and 2 Peter< WBC (Waco« TX: Word Books« 1984)« p. 88. See also
Thomas

R. Schreiner« 1¢2 Peter< Jude< New American Commentary (Nashvillec TN: Broadman & Holman:«



2003)¢ p. 466; Douglas J. Moo« 2 Peter and Jude« NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids< MI:
Zondervan« 1996)¢ p. 260; E.M. Sidebottom« James Jude« 2 Peter< The New Century Bible
Commentary (Grand Rapids¢< MI: Eerdmans« 1982)¢ p. 89—90; Charles Bigg: A Critical and Exegetical
Commentary on the Epistles of St. Peter and Jude« ICC (Edinburgh: T & T Clark¢ 1978)¢ p. 335.

22 See Henri Blocher« In The Beginning: The Opening Chapters of Genesis (Downers Grovec« IL: IVP«
1984)¢

pP. 124¢ and John C. Munday« “Creature Mortality: From Creation or the Fall” JETS 35 (March
1992): pP. 51-68.

23 See Norman Geisler« Systematic Theology: Sin-Salvation (Minneapolis¢ MN: Bethany House« 2004)«
p. P.

123; Wayne Grudem:« Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids¢< MI: Zondervan« 1994)¢ p. 516; J. Rodman
Williams« Renewal Theology (Grand Rapids< MI: Zondervan« 1996)¢« 1:216; Millard J. Erickson:«
Christian Theology (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Baker« 1985)¢ p. 613; and Gordon Lewis and Bruce Demarest
Integrative Theology (Grand Rapids< MI: Zondervan¢ 1996)¢ 2:195.

24 Augustus Hopkins Strong« Systematic Theology (Philadelphia¢< PA: Judson Press¢ 1907)¢ p. 527.
25 Ibid.« p. 527. His reason is that “science shows that physical life involves decay and loss.” He also

accepted the idea of human evolution:« since this too was something that science has supposedly
proven.

26 See Ross¢ Creation and Time« p. 69; Munday« “Creature Mortality<” p. 57; or Strong« Systematic
Theology« p. 527.

27 Munday:« “Creature Mortality<” p. 57.

28 Henry M. Morris¢ The Biblical Basis for Modern Science (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Baker« 1986)¢ p. 195.

29 Consider the opening paragraph of Caleb E. Finch« Longevity« Senescence« and the Genome
(Chicagos« IL:

University of Chicago Press¢< 1990)¢ p. x. “This project really originated in a literature review for my
Ph.D. dissertation¢ in which | considered the then heretical positions that senescence might not be

pervasive in cells throughout the body; that many cellular changes during senescence in mammals
were

driven by changes in hormones or other regulatory factors« rather than by random degeneration of
the



genome in somatic cells or random disturbances of macromolecular biosynthesis< and that there
might

be fundamental differences between species in the mechanisms of senescence.”

30 See Jim Stambaugh« "Creation and the Problem of Evil" (a paper presented at the national meeting
of

the Evangelical Theological Society« Philadelphia< PA.c November 1995). The majority of the paper is

available online at www.answersingenesis.org/tj/v10/i3/suffering.asp. The on-line version of the
paper

omits the section showing the connection of the biblical model with the scientific model.

31 De Sade is well known for his enjoyment of the abuse of women for his pleasure. It is from his
name

that the word “sadism” derives.

32 Douglas Moo« The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Eerdmans¢ 1996)¢ p. 513-514; John
Murray¢ The Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids¢ Ml: Eerdmans¢ 1968)¢ p. 301-302; Thomas
Schreiner< Romans (Grand Rapids¢< Ml: Baker« 1998)¢ p. 435-438.

33 William Hendriksen< An Exposition of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans (Grand Rapids¢< MI: Baker:«
1981)¢ p.

268.

34 John G. Gibbs« Creation & Redemption: A Study in Pauline Theology:« (Supplements to Novum
Testamentum v.26¢ (Leiden: E. J. Brill 1971)¢ p. 41. See also Harry Alan Hahne« The Corruption and
Redemption of Creation: Nature in Romans 8:19—-22 and Jewish Apocalyptic Literature« Library of New
Testament Studies¢ v. 336 (London : T & T Clark¢ 2006)« p. 196. Hahne says¢ “Since death is an
inescapable part of the cycle of nature since the fall¢ futility is a pattern of life in this age. This present
enslavement of creation to corruptibility is contrasted to the future freedom that creation will share
with glorified believers.”

35 Many ancient stories speak of carnivorous animals in a future vegetarian state. See Claus
Westermann«

Genesis 1-11 (Minneapolis« MN: Augsburg Publishing: 1987)« p. 163.

36 E.J. Young: The Book of Isaiah (Grand Rapids< MI: Eerdmans¢ 1981)¢ 1:390. See also Alec Motyer:«
The

Prophecy of Isaiah (Leicester< UK: IVPress¢ 1993)¢ p. 124-125; Otto Kaiser« Isaiah 1-12¢ Old Testament



Library (Philadelphia¢< PA: Westminster Press¢< 1972)¢ p. 160—-162; John N. Oswalt¢< The Book of Isaiah
Chapters 1-39¢ NICOT (Grand Rapids¢ MI: Eerdmans« 1986)¢ p. 283. This point holds true no matter
what millennial position one takes. If it is not literal« it is difficult to comprehend what the prophecy
might mean.

37 The concept of "moral evil" (evil as a result of human choices¢ such as murder« rape¢ abortion«
robbery)

is easily accounted for by the Fall of man. Yet many who attempt to harmonize the problem of
"natural

evil” seem to resort to special pleading« and many of these attempts run contrary to what we know of
nature. One can see this approach in the writing of John Hick¢ Evil and the God of Love« rev. ed. (New
York : Harper & Row« 1978). He argues that through our experience of evilc both moral and natural¢
we have our souls built so that we are more conforming to what God wants for His creatures. He
assumes that natural and moral evil are a necessary part of this world and part of God’s plan for us to
grow.

38 L. Stafford Betty« "Making Sense of Animal Pain: An Environmental Theodicy" Faith & Philosophy 9
(1992): p. 71.

39 Ibid.¢ p. 73.

40 Yew-Kwang Ng¢ "Towards Welfare Biology«" Biology and Philosophy 10 (1995): p. 280-282.

41 One of the ideas that would support this is that the Garden of Eden was only a localized paradise«
and

that the world outside it was similar to our world today with death¢ pain< and suffering. For a
presentation of this view« see Arthur H. Lewis¢ "The Localization of the Garden of Eden" BETS 11
(1968): p. 169-175.

42 Dysteleology is the philosophical view that existence has no telos or final (ultimate) cause.

43 Bernard Ramm« The Christian View of Science and Scripture (Grand Rapids< MI: Eerdmans¢< 1954)¢

93-94. This view is similar to the “soul making” approach of John Hick. It also begs the question
about the original diet of animals. For more on this see Jim Stambaugh¢ "Creation’s Original Diet and
the Changes at the Fall<" Creation Ex Nihilo Technical Journal 5 (1991): p. 130-138¢

www.answersingenesis.org/tj/v5/i2/diet.asp.



44 John W. Wenham:« The Goodness of God (Downers Groves IL: IV Press¢ 1974)¢ p. 205. Wenhem
makes

it clear that the world outside of Eden is the same world we see today. Note as he says on page 196—
197: “Harm comes when man¢ out of touch with his Maker« is in the wrong place at the wrong time.
Man in touch with his Maker« is in the right place at the right time« enjoys divine protection¢ so that

Jesus could safely sleep in the storm. The earth is an awesome and magnificent home for man« but it
is

far too dangerous for him to venture out of Eden on his own.” Consider also Theodore Wood’s
account of the "apparent" cruelty in nature. "As far as the animals are concerned: (the world) is one
huge« perpetual« battle-field; one wide« vast« endless¢ scene of almost universal carnage and blood.
Thousands are dying that one may live« and the battle is always to the strong. And certainly death¢ in

many forms which it is inflicted« seems terrible and painful enough to substantiate the charge of
cruelty

against Nature." Theodore Wood:« "The Apparent Cruelty of Nature«" Journal of the Transactions of
the

Victoria Institute 25 (1891-92): p. 254.

45 See Stambaugh« "Creation and the Problem of Evil<” p. 17-36.

46 Stanley Rice« "On the Problem of Apparent Evil in the Natural World" Perspectives on Science and
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